
CAPPUCCINO

Here are 10 INSANE Facts about Award Winning Filmmaker

 First Feature Length Movie,Craig Ross Jr’s

Craig shot the film in 1995 but 
because there was no money it 
took 2 and a half years to finish. 
While Craig was selling the 
movie out of the trunk of his car 
at an art expo, a distributor 

bought a copy. Craig’s number 
was on the packaging and so the 
distributor called him and told 
him he could get put it into the 
marketplace. The movie was offi-

cially released on January 1st 
1998! 

It Just Turned19
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FILMMAKER CRAIG ROSS JR

https://gum.co/NVef
https://gum.co/NVef
http://www.craigrossjr.com


Craig had no money to make the movie, so when he got 
$2500 from his artist mom who had just sold a paint-
ing, he somehow got everything donated, including the 
lab work, and finished the film!! 

The Budget
Was Only $2500.00! 

The film used for the movie was from a company called 
Ilford that was trying to expand it’s motion picture film 
business and they gave Craig his first 10 reels for free. 

Craig Got His First
10 Film Reels For Free! 

The film was shot in 1995 with absolutely no film 
permits up and down Roscoe Blvd in the San Fer-
nando Valley and Downtown Los Angeles. 

Total Guerilla Shoot!! 
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http://www.fultonrossmag.com/
http://www.ilfordphoto.com/home.asp
https://play.google.com/store/books/details?id=7N6oAwAAQBAJ&source=productsearch&utm_source=HA_Desktop_US&utm_medium=SEM&utm_campaign=PLA&pcampaignid=MKTAD0930BO1&gclid=CNHg8uvRuNECFRDZfgodWQoFEw&gclsrc=ds


Since he couldn’t pay anyone, Craig had days 
when no crew members would show up. On these 
days the only two people behind the camera were 
him and his longtime friend and DP, Carl Bartels. 
Carl told Craig, that no matter what happened, he 
wouldn’t leave until the film was finished. 

Some Days ThereWere 
No Crew Members!

EJD was writing his book Friends 
and lovers, when his friend Craig 
Ross Jr, an underground filmmaker, 
asked Eric if he had written any 
scripts. Eric gave Craig the first 
incarnation of what would become 
the movie CAPPUCCINO. in the 
form of a big budget Romantic 
comedy. Craig quickly adapted it, 
and made his version of CAPPUCCI-
NO. 

The Script was
written  by New York 
Times Best selling author,
Eric Jerome Dickey
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DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY 
CARL BARTELS

https://vimeo.com/carlbartels
http://www.ericjeromedickey.com/web/
https://www.facebook.com/ericjeromedickey


Aaron D. Spears, who has starred on such shows as the BOLD AND BEAUTIFUL and 
BEING MARY JANE got his start in CAPPUCCINO. Aaron had literally just stepped off 
the bus from Washington DC when he heard about the audition. He initially read for 
the role of VICTOR, but it was clear to Craig that no one could have played JAKE better 
than Aaron. During production, Aaron was abruptly tossed out of his temporary living 
conditions, having no money to speak of, Aaron couch surfed for a month. During 
which time he had no contact with Craig or the production (cellphones hadn’t been 
invented yet!!)!! Craig had to keep shooting hoping that before they wrapped, Aaron 
would show up again. And he did. They then quickly shot all of Aaron’s remaining 
scenes in two days. 

This was Award Winning Actor, 
Aaron D. Spears first Film, and 
he disappeared for a month 
during production!! 

7

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0817340/?ref_=nv_sr_3
https://www.facebook.com/aarondspears/


Once the movie had been shot. It went into the lab for pro-
cessing. Fotokem was the lab. Since Craig had no money to get 
the film out of the lab, once it had been processed it sat there 
for six months. Craig then got a letter from Fotokem saying 
that if he didv not pick up the footage it was going to be auc-
tioned off. Craig Quickly went to Fotokem to plead his case. 

Craig had to get 
creative to finish the movie!! 

Craig’s longtime Friend, the ever talented writer, Ben Ramsey was 
being managed by Warren Zide back when Craig was in post produc-
tion. Ben introduced Craig to Warren and after seeing a rough cut 
Warren Zide cut a check for the remainder of the post production cost. 

Ultra Producer Warren Zide, 
helped Craig finish the movie!! 
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While he was there a production manager from a now defunct studio called PM Entertain-
ment, overheard the conversation and offered to help Craig by putting three of Craig’s 
reels on his company’s processing bill. Thankful, Craig decided that maybe more people 
might help him, so he stood outside of Fotokem for 2 months asking UPM’s could they 
help him get 3 reels of his film out of Fotokem. 55 reels later, the film was completely out. 
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The Acapulco Black Film Festival (now called THE 
AMERICAN BLACK FILM FESTIVAL) was just starting 
out and Craig had applied and been accepted. When 
it came time, Craig sent his print of the movie ahead 
of the opening day of the festival. When the festival 
received the print, they knew something was very 

Craig was accepted in the
first film festival he ever entered!! 

WATCH CAPPUCCINO HERE
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wrong. Festival Director, Jeff Friday, called Craig and said they could only exhibit films on 
DVD, not prints. When Craig told him he did not have a DVD only a print. Jeff was clearly 
upset. He told Craig he needed to send $435 as a fee for not adhering to the rules. Craig, 
being quite broke, shot pool in a pool hall for two straight days to turn his $100 into $500 
so he could pay the fee. Once Jeff got the fee, He quickly ripped up the check and told 
Craig. “It was never about the money, it was about character, and you have plenty of it.” 

http://fotokem.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/warrenzide?authType=name&authToken=jmx0&trk=prof-sb-browse_map-name
http://www.abff.com/

